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ihe e ncw think life must be vary
common the Univerza, There may te lifs
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Planeis and Stars

ife cannot exisi on siars becauss they

=

are oo hot, Stars zre very large masses
of burning gas. Zven their ccolest'parf,
the surface, is several thousand degreés.
Zowever,life can live on a planet ﬁhigh
orbits a star. The star the Zarth oibits
we call the Sun. Planets are much sﬁalier-
than stars. They do not make heat but .
need a star to warm them up. Life anywhere
in the Universe nessds two thingé, a plaﬁet

like the Ezrth a2nd a siar like the Sun.
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Ctrer Life arourd ocur Sun ?

p! - i i =
There may be many Ddlansis orbitirz ons
tar ITricludirs <ra —z2r+h Ry oo
slar. Lincludling TLe _2arin Cur oun has

nine planets, Tws 2f-the others =zre Vanus
and iars. It was <rnece ihought in
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e existed on lzrs, This was Tszczusa
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could live there, «¢ telizsve this because
the aiPon iars contains veary little oxygen
nd water., The U3.4 will soon launch tre

. Y,
Viking spacecralt to izrs. It will lock

fer itnis very simple life,

Venus has a tnick aimcspnere, This makes
X . .- s o
it tco not for life., It is a2bout 600 =
o : . . .
(370 "C); so not that lead would melt just

lying on the ground !

-,

Tne cother planets around our Sun are either
too hot or too cold for life., They zre 2ither
- very near or very far from the Sun. -

-

Life around other stars ? : ' A

At nightime we can see many thousénﬁs;dfr;
stars., With teleécopés this number is much.

“increased. Cur Sun is just one of those

2g0. Since tnen many men have wondered now
many of these stzrs have inhabited planets.

If t7e 3zo32lz on them are like us they will

s as

zrnow avout razcio,. wWa could detect them by
receiving the rzdio signals made ty
intellizert life 211 the time; signals from
rzilio and television siamtions, ships and

airéra®t, Two American'astxonomers tried
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to do this in 1960. First they had *tc

consider which star to listen to.

nnich star 7
If it is nearby, the signals will be strconger.
So they wanted a neardy star, Big stars do
nqt live long. All stars are born, live
~and die..They may live between 10 million
' years ard 100, 000 mllllons years, Our Sun,
g;far example, w111 ale in 5000 mllllon anrS.:- 

J}The_astronomers declded that stars above a.

f certaln size were too blg. They d1d not 11vegif

g nough for llfe ﬁo evolve

t small -s;t;rsf do h’o't' "héat nﬁ”&;‘éhi“ac*é; e

-'nlanet mlgh % f?e f if

re zre 10»5 of otaev k;nﬂs of siar tke

ﬁT;Surcncmers declaed to 1gnore. So:e sta*s :-

;Zflare Lp..It is qulte épaden’gna ynexpectéa; ;;:

g*%ouuands of millions of £§ﬁ§ Qf'h§t
flam¢ng Bases Jet oat.;rém tbe.star. Life
on any planet near cne of tnese wcala not
lzst Very long. Other stars blow up like
balloons. Slowly they grow to'ia twice ths
ize they were, engulfing arytn:ng neaxrby,
Trey usually return to their oli size,

. but 1life on arny neafhy planet would te
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kille&. Some stars orbit other.stérs. Théj_;a“;

are calléd-Binaries. Any planet near one of

tnese would have 2 Teally st*ange set of

seasons. Summer mlgnt be two mont?silong

. 54

one year and two days long the next No

11fe would exlst wany years on such 2 planet,
so the astronomers 1gn3re“ these too. it may'“:

sound as 1f- h re are few stars which will
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f;’orri. ..ritmg the message was. dlfiiCult

: "“he problem was to make 1*& unaarstandable.
_:"to people from a.nother nlanet.. mp message s
-"."'1s *nade of syrrbo}.s___ana p1c+11i‘es. e mll- |

';-'."not mow :Lf we have solverl t}us problem L

_u.ntll oneday, we meet scmecme i‘*‘om another'

e L T




